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SHAKSPERIAN STUDIES. 
No. 1. Rosalind. 


Not one of the least of the poet of na- 
tures’s many and transcendant merits is 
the remarkable distinctiveness of his cha- 
racters, The verisimilitude and ideality 
of his female portraits, breathing an at- 
mosphere which is full of sweet dreams, 
and health, and quiet breathing, un- 
shackled by prejudice and convention, 


_ teaching the sweetest truths and frequently 


the profoundest wisdom in simple heart- 
touches, are marvels and masterpieces all. 

The genius of Shakspeare revels in “ As 
You Like It,” with peculiar fervour in 
the pastoral scenes of Ardennes. ‘The gi- 
ant forest isaround us; the sound of many 
boughs, the wind breathing summer me- 
lodies to charm the soul and sense; the 
deep shade, the solitary grandeur, the Jove 
the passion, and the grotesque simplicity 
of the princess and the peasant, are so.ex- 
quisitely blended that criticism is baffled 
in the attempt to analyse the charm, and 
to show how it is that the magician of the 
imagination enthrals every faculty at will. 
With the exception of “ Midsummer's 
Night’s Dream,” it is probable that ‘ As 
You Like It” is the most poetical of all 
plays in our language. Rosalind isa poem 
herself. Who does not love Rosalind? 
Fresh and sweet as morning, she steals into 
the breasts and perfumes the world with 
the flagrance of her bright life. That 
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gushing forth of the great poet’s heart, 
that ‘metaphor of youth and spring, and 
morning’ has the effect of nature itself 
upon us; she steals, like sunshine, the 
weight of care away; and she wafts the 
fancy to a world far away from sorrow. 
Warm-hearted, modest, loving Rosalind— 
modest in spite of hose and doublets. 
What subtile fancy, what fine and polished 
wit, what sensibility, enthusiasm, and quiet 
profound thought and feeling in this 
living embodiment. The hues are so rich 
the colouring so Titanesque, but never 
too vivid, the drapery of the picture so 
glowing, we can hardly believe that we 
have not been in these scenes and heard 
the ringing silver laughter of Orlando's 
beloved in the centre of the solitude! 
Rosalind’s spirit is so elastic that misfor- 
tune cannot long quell its strength; the 
high and nodle nature, smiling at grief, 
disdains to mourn and laughs at Fortune's 
darts. For be it remembered we are told 
that she is left to wander with Celia and 
the quaint Touchstone, homeless, and but 
for them friendless ; anda fine lady of the 
court must miss the dainty fare, the bril-: 
liant society, and the horrid flattery she 
leaves. But Rosalind says no word to 
make us suppose that she is at enmity with 
the hard destiny which besets her path. 
She is true poetry, inasmuch she makes 
Hope her friend and guide, and as sae 
glides before us with the ripple and music 
of a clear stream, the silvery water reflects 
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the heaven of which she seems a_ part. 
Human but not earthly, beautiful with 
kindness, gentleness, intellect and grace, 
this refined creation ever grows and wins 
upon us, almost becomes the nympholepsy 
of the boy, and the bright, fond, regret of 
the man. For who was ever like Rosa- 
Jind? She is herself alone, the very 
flower of womanhood. 

The natural exuberance of Rosalind’s 
gaiety is checked and counterpoised by a 
reflective and tender spirit, by the poetic 
and tender sensitiveness she is imbued with 
and by an almost religious reverence for 
the secret feelings of woman. Love is her 
being ; the very essence of Rosalind’s cha- 
racter is to be found in that absorbing 
feeling which is so rarely dead in a wo- 
man while the pulse of life remains. No- 
thing but love ; no hate, no wrath, no 
vengeance, ambition, pride; everything 
absorbed inlove. Shall we wonder when 
she vanishes from our sight it is as if a 
glorious day were gone? Few actresses 
have ever been able to impart this poetry 
to a stage performance of Rosalind, and it 
may be that much of it baffles genius it- 
self, 

We have seen Miss Vandenhoff as Rosa- 
lind; once when she was a girl, and sub- 
sequently in the ripe grace of womanhood. 
She is a most ladylike and sunny Rosa- 
lind, full of vivacity, sweetness, and esprit. 
In this part she far surpasses Mrs. Stirling 
who is most excellent in prose comedy, 
but wants the poetry of imagination. 

VICTOR. 


METROPOLITAN THEATRES. 

Drury Lasxr, — No wonder at this 
house being crammed to the ceiling nightly 
when we have such admirable _perfor- 
mances at so low a price of admission. 
The operas this week have been Rob 
Roy, Musaniello, etc, etc., with the 
splendid acting of Mr. J. Anderson and 
Mrs. J. Wallack, the former opera has 
gone off with brilliant effect, The singing 
of Mr. Galer forms a great feature in the 
operas ; he is wonderfully improved, and 
has become a great favourite. 

HayMarKeT. —This house has been 
well attended during the week and Mr. 





Stirling Coyne’s comedy goes off with 
increased effect. The moral, turning on 
the superiority of solid go'd to empty 
glitter. is of that kind that all can appre- 
ciate, and though none of the actors have 
what can be called a strong part. they are 
all of them effectively employed; and the 
drollery of Mr. Buckstone, the emphatic 
grief of Miss Reynolds, and the blunt pro- 
vincial honesty of Mr. Compton amuse 
and interest the audience, and the Man of 
Many Friends will become a stock piece 
at this house we make no doubt, The 
return of Senora Perea Nena, after an 
absence occasioned by severe indisposition, 
gives new eclat to the Spanish ballet, 
which bright and lively as it is, requ res 
the presence of the principal star to produce 
its full effect. 


Lyceum.—Mr. Anderson the Great 
Wizard of the North has the knack of con- 
juring into his theatre immense audiences. 
On Monday night the theatre was crow- 
ded to such an extent, that an altercation 
arose about the propriety of the pit arrange- 
ments, and on subsequent evenings the au- 
diences have been most numerous and fash- 
ionable, far above the average. Every ar- 
rangement has been made to afford the diff- 
erent parts of the house ample facilities for 
witnessing the tricks. A long narrow plat- 
form extends from the stage of the centre 
box, completely across the pit, and another 
is place: round the whole circle of the 
dress-boxes, so that the conjuror or his 
emissaries may readily visit every one of 
the occupants. The tricks, with the ex- 
ception of the one thatis intendedto ex- 
pose “ spirit-rapping,” are of so complica- 
ted a kind, that each involves a whole series 
in itself, and the spectator, at the. conclu- 
sion of a part, is apt to forget in what man- 
ner it began. ‘This complexity is at once 
an advantage to the conjuror and to his pa- 
trons. The latter are amused by the per- 
petual variety that is displayed before their 
eyes ; the former s0 constantly distracts 
the attention of the inquisitive, that a close 
watching Of his manipulations is all but 
impossible. Mr. Anderson distinguishes 
himself by the liberal spirit in which all 
his marvels are accomplished. If he pro- 
duces bon-bons from a magical box, they 
descend in showers, and the juvenile part 
of the assembly may be as fairly delighted 
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with the donation, as astonished by the mi- 
racle. 1f he pours various liquors from one 
bottle, he does not give two or three glasses 
as a specimen, but a spacious tray is handed 
round the pit, and the applauding mirth of 
the audience proves their satisfaction with 
the refreshment. Still more remarkable is 
the air of oriental magnificence that per- 
vades the entire scene, Every vase, box, 
and cabinet used: for the display of the pro- 
fessor’s art is made of some dazzling ma- 
terial ; and the stage, on.the. ascent of the 
curtain, looks like a treasury of fanciful 
wealth, such as Alladin might have coveted. 


Sapter’s Wetis.—On Saturday this 
theatre was opened for the regular season. 
The interior and exterior both having 
been cleansed and beautified. The play 
was Knowles’s celebrated Hunchback ; on 
the drawing up of the curtain the applauge 
was immense; where Sir Thomas Clifford 
is Seen sitting at the table; this charac- 
ter was played by Mr, H. Marston in a 
most able, clever, and gentlemanly manner, 
the acting could not be surpassed. On 
the entrance of Mr. Phelps as, Master 
Walter, the most enthusiastic applause 
fol:owed, and continued so long that the 
actor, was obliged to commence several 


black and the cloak unadorned from the 
gaudy bordering Mr. F. Robinson was 
favoured with an enthusiastic reception as 
Modus, and here again the dress he wore 
was unappropriate to the character ; we 
never saw a student dressed ina Jack o’ 
Dandy suit before; his acting was all 
the character required, and when he had 
an opportunity to make a point he did not 
lose it, Belford, who played Lord Tin- 
sel had scarcely sufficient of the gentle- 
manly Fop about him, both this favourite 
and Mr, Harris were well received on their 
coming on the stage, as was Mr. Lewis 
Ball and Mr, ©, Fenton. The great 
event of the evening was the debut, of 
Miss Eburne in the character of Julia; 
this lady is from the Edinburgh Theatre, 
in person she is about the middle stature, 
thin and of good proportion, an intelli- 
gent countenance, and a fine. bright eye, 
fair complexion and light auburn hair ; 
her voice is very soft and pleasing, when 
not overstrained, and her demeanour oa 
the stage ladylike and graceful; she 
appeared to lack. confidence in. the first 
two acts, but evidently gaiued it as she 
proceeded ; the scene. with. Clifford where 
he brings the letter was played, too slow 





times before he was allowed to proceed. 
It was the first time Mr, Phelps had played 
this character before a London an ience, 
and great difference of opinion. were. enter- 
tained as to the result. It was evident he 
had given the part great study, and in 
many instances differed from most actors 
that has gone before him; in many scenes 
he threw into the character playfulness and 
lightness that relieved the sterner por- 
tions ; we allude to the scenes between 
him and Ellen, -both where shé is inquisi- 
tive as to who Sir Thomas Clifford is, and 
her stubbornness as to being married, the 
dialogue became laughable on his part, as 
well as that of Ellen, and it told well with 
the audience; all his scenes with Julia 
were most effectively acted, and he. met 
with vehement and. universal applause 
but we must protest against the dress he 
wore as being altogether vulgar, with the 
red stockings he looked more like a. tap- 


and prosy, but that: with, Walter where 
she begs of him to annul the marriage was 
full,of pathos and, womanly feeling, and 
drew down well earned applause ; she is 
agreat acquisition to the company, and 
will soon become a. favourite. Miss 
‘Travers made the best Helen we have 
seen for some time ; her archniess, raillery, 
and Jaughter with Modus kept the audi- 
ence in one convulsed laughter, whenever 
she appeared ; it, was truly a.choice piece 
of acting. The. getting up of the piece 
deserves:.particular mention, the stage 
appointments being beautiful and appro- 
priate. The gallery; pitand dress circle 
were crowded... . 5) 4) 

| AMATEUR THEATRICALS 

Newineton Hatn.—Aniother drania- 
tic performatice took place at this neat little 
theatre on Wednesday evening last, before 
a respectable and very numerous*audience. 


ster than an old country gentleman one of| The first: piece’ upon the bill was /Tamlec 
the olden time.; the stockings should be’ which for an amateur performance, was 
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upon the whole, well rendered. Mr. Kent, 
as the young Prince of Denmark, avoided 
the fault into whieh amateurs are generally 
apt to fall, of attempting more than 
their experience or physical ability will 
enable them lo carry out ; but whilst his 
performance was commendable in this res- 
pect, let him be careful not to go to the 
other extreme, and allow quietness to de- 
génerate into tameness. Another time we 
should certainly recommend him to throw a 
little more fire and vigour into the part. 
His readings were generally correct. The 
Laertes of Mr, Preece, and the Po'onius of 
Mr. Scott were good ; and the same remark 
would apply to Mr. R. Ellis, as the King, 
if he had not been too uniformly declama- 
tory—-he must remember to act as well as 
to recite his part. Passing over Horatio 
and the minor characters with ageneral 
word of praise, we come to Mr. A. Ni- 
cholas,a gentleman who labours under a 
slight peculiarity of speech, which prac- 
tice, however, if he persevere, will re- 
move: he represented both the Ghost and 
Osrick, and in each character, although 
they are so dissimilar, succeeded in con- 
veying correctly the author’s meaning. 
we cannot, however, say we like this prac- 
tice of “doubling ” parts. Mr. John- 
son and Mr. Weston, as the Gravedig- 
gers, were very good, but they should re- 
member Hamlet's maxim, “let not your 
clowns say more than is set down to them.” 
Miss Craigen as Ophelia was good, but we 
can scarcely say asmuch for Miss Blan- 
chard as the Queen; she was artificial, 
and needed the “ touch of nature” which 
“makes the whole world kin.” A short 
scene from George Barnwell followed, in 
which Messrs. Nicholls and Montague ap- 
peared; and the evening’s performances 
were concluded by the farce of Fortune’s 
Frolic, which was throughout well played 
the Rattle of Mr. R. Ellis, and the Robin 
of Mr. T. P. Brown being especially pro- 
minent. The various performers were, 
during the evening, honoured with well- 
merited applause and calls,which served 
to shew that the audience appreciated the 
efforts put forth for their amusement. 


SHERIDAN] Literary C1ivs. — On 


Tuesday evening September 4th, we at- 
tended the third summer conversazione of 
the above society at its usual meeting 
place in Dean street, Commercial road 
East. A monologue entertainmententitled 
“ Fugitive Scraps of Wit and Humour” by 
the President of the Society, Mr. R. J. 
Donovan, was annoanced. We found the 
room, which is capable of accommodat‘ng 
nearly two hundred persons, filled by a 
most fashionable audience, who appeared 
delighted with the farce provided for them. 
Mr. Donovan’s scraps were very judiciously 
selected, and a large amount of original 
matter which he introduced was also en- 
thusiastically received. A well deserved 
vote of thanks passed to the lecturer closed 
the evening’s proceedings, which were alto- 
gether of a nature eminently calculated to 
cause another visit. 


GORRESPONDENCE, 


A Constant READER.—He will look back for the 
poetry. 

Iaco.—Mr, Sterling will be the Manager of 
Drury Lane when the winter season commence:. 
Mr, Hoskins teaches; see the advertisement. 

Sim Peter Teazle.—Miss O. Neil’s tirst appcare 
ance at Covent Garden in the year 1814. 

Tom Tuums.—It is impossible to insert such 
trash. 

S. Smira.—We have not the whole numbers. 
Ask Mr. Lacy, Wellington Street, Strand. 

ONE oF THE OLD ScHooL.—John Kemble died 
in the year 1817. 

C. Stevens.—We have had no letter since his 
last. 








PERFORMANCES OF THE WEEK. 
DRURY LANE. 


Acis and Galatae and the Spanish Dan- 
cers. 





HAYMARKET. 
Many Friends, Spanish Dancers and Court 
Favours, 
LYCEUM 

Mr. Anderson, The Wizard of the 

North. 
ADELPHI ' 
Victorine, How's your Uncle and Seeing: 


Wright. 
SADLER’S WELLS 
The Hunchback, and Kill or Cure. 
ASTLEY’S. 
Mazeppaand Scenes in the Circle. 
VICTORIA 


Lillah, the Lest One and Jaek Sheppar . 
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PAVILION 
Jack Sheppard, and the Coiners. 
STANDARD. 
The Lady of Lyons and Jack Sheppard, 
CITY. 
Life in the Trenches and Temptation. 
GRECIAN, 7 
Jack Sheppard, the Divided House, 
and Shooting the Moon. 
RRITANNTA, 
A Sister's Wrongs, and Mary Living- 
stone. 
CASINO DE VENISE, 
Open every evening. Admittance Cne 
Shilling. 


Royat Porytecunre INSTITUTION. 

Patron, H.R.H. Prince Albert.—Under 
entirely new management.--Fifth Course 
of Monday Lectures, 

MR, WOODIN’S OLIO OF ODDITIES 

The above entirely new Comic Enter- 
tainment, illustrated by fifty instantane- 
ous metamorphoses of voice, character, 
aud costume. 

TUSSAUD’S EXHIBITION. 

The King of Denmark, His Royal 
Highness the Duke of Cambridge, the 
Enu:peror and Empress. 

CREMORNE 

Admission One Shilling. 

EGYPTIAN HALL. 

Mr. Albert Smith's Mont Blanc every 

evening at eight o'clock. 
SURREY ZOOLOGICAL, 

Siege of Sebastopol. Admission One 

Shilling. 





Terms for Advertisements. 


‘Six Lines 
Nine ditto 
Twelve ditto ...... 
For ever lime @Xtra ....ccscccsereeoreeseeeenes 
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Che Theatrical Journal. 
Wednesday, September the 12th, 1855. 


SUBJECTS FOR DRAMAS. 
Lately glancing amongst our old cast- 
away papers, our attention was struck by 


February Number for 1818—the subject 
was entitled * Subjects for Pictures,’ and 
consisted of a remarkabie dialogue, on 
the occasion of opening a box of paintings. 
The thoughts contained in the dialogue 
has induced us to pen the present paper, 
relative to the important subject of mate- 
rials for dramas. 

We had lately the curiosity to visit the 
City of London Theatre, to witness the 
dramas of Jack Sheppard and Oliver 
Twist. in order, if possible to discern, 
what the prevailing taste of London play- 
goers at the East-end at all events con- 
sists. The first piece was Jack Sheppard. 
A more disgusting exhibition of low ideas, 
a grouping of tableaux, a paucity of plot, 
we uever witnessed. It appears asa pecu- 
liar characteristic of these kind of dramas, 
to be almost void of plot; and in their en- 
deavours to remedy this defect, they pro- 
duce spasmodic effects, which would be 
positively absurd if they were not lamen- 
table. ‘The feelings of the audience may 
be best judged, from the fact of the great 
sympathy they appeared to feel, with the 
escapes of the notorious rascal of Wych 
Street. A more degraded drama we have 
never before been so unfortunate as to 
witness, both as regards its tone, plot, 
and moral. Of the acting we have said 
nothing ; it was often admirable, display- 
ing talents in some instances that made us 
sorry they were not put to better use. The 
next piece Oliver T'wist was much better 
throughout, and except for the horrid 
scenes of brutality, and the wretched 
coarseness of its language, would have 
been good, but surely tiat manager of a 
theatre who allows such a character as 
Oliver ‘T'wist to shoot Bill Sykes at the 
end, and chatter of revenge, must have a 
strange idea of morality, or nature. The 
last dramatic touch spoiled the whole. 
lhe acting of Miss A. Downing as Vliver 
Twist was truthful and effective, that of 
Mr. Searle as Fagin was admirable and 
well conceived, that of Hicks was disgust- 
ingly natural, that is to say, he played the 
brute with a perfect conception of the cha- 
racter. We made the remark that it is 





an article in Blackwood’s Magazine, in the 


not so much talent that we require as good 
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subjects upon which to exercise it. Every- 
body with a grain of theatrical knowledge 
must of necessity know that such themes 
as Jack Sheppard and Oliver Twist are 
not fitting ones for the dramatist, and 
whea these are made worse by the shal- 
Jowness and ignorance of the playwright, 
it is perfectly plain that inntellectual au- 
diences will shun the places where they are 
encoutaged. 


G. B. J. 


OUR LETTER BOX 


IMMORAL EXCRESSENCES 
OF NATURE. 
AUDAX's REPLY TO We THOMAS 

Sir.—The answer which I have for W. 
Thomas is an exceedingty short one. He 
avers Mr. G. W. M. Reynolds never 
villified our present Royal family. If 
W. Thomas wil! peruse that infamous 
collection of licentiousness, the Mysteries 
of the Court of London, first and seeond 
series, he will there find the immediate 
progenitors of our present Royal 
Family, openly and shamelessly ac- 
cused of a crime, abrother would trem- 
ble to write and a sister blush to read. 
The anomalous mistake which W. Tho- 
mas is guilty of, when he states that Mr. 
Reynolds’ Mysteries ofthe Court is a work 
often eulogised by the ‘teading journals,’ 
can only be excused by the singular 
amount of ignorance which the remark 
displays, and forms a wonderful instance 
of ‘ vivid imagination’ possessed by the 
writer. Fancy taking the 7imes in hand 
one morning and finding a review therein 
upon Mr. G. W. M. Reynolds's last new 
work, the Mysteries of the Vile Obligar- 
chy! ‘The thing would be looked upon 
as one of the greatest curiosities of litera- 
ture. Verily W. Thomas such contemp- 
tible bigotry in so disgraceful a cause 
cannot fail to disgust any one possessing 
the smallest scintillation of impartiality. 
I am not prejudiced or blended against 
Mr. Reynolds's real merits, I must ever 
admire a journalist who is honest and 
candid, but asa novelist I turn from him 
in detestation and disgust, and I affirm 
that the youth who has read his perio- 


PICKINGS FROM 





dical fictions obtains a premature 
knowledge of vice, to whicha length- 
ened life of reckless infamy can make 
no addition. 

I certainly shall not take the trouble of 
perusing a ywork, which, if it be not grossly 
immoral and loathsome, is an exception tu 
the generality of Mr. Reynold’s other 
works. Moreover, I do not doubt, but 
did I put that infliction upon myself, l 
might yet discover plenty of grossuess 
which has eseaped the scrutiny of ‘ W. 
Thomas,’ for ‘there be some minds of 
such debased conditions, and of sucha 
lowered state, that they fail to discover 
any vice and impurity, because they take 
an unnatural interest therein, and because 
it suiteth their degraded appetites,’ ‘ W. 
Thomas,’ taunts me satirically with being 
‘moral ;’ in his case irony on the same 
score would be utterly without sense—/e 
does not, as it seems, to possess that moral 
decency and rectitude which should shame 
aman from enlisting in a cause, which, 
in its seductive allurements, may influence 
the minds of those whom the natural pride 
in the titles of father, brother, ané hus- 
band should shield from the slightest con- 
tamination. *‘ W. ‘Thomas’ accuses me 
of ‘stabbing in the dark,’ because I 
assome a name, which in the affairs of the 
world does not belong to me—it is as easy 
to sssume one fictitious name as auother. 
and - W. Thomas, Macclesfield,’ can as 
readily believe that he has my real name 
and location, as I do that I have his, when 
I subscribe myself, 

Yours obediently, 
G. JoNgs. 
Lo ndon. 
PROVINCIALS,. 

Rams@ate.—Mr, Josh Clements has 
opened a theatre here, and has a talented 
company, amongst which are Mr. Fortescue 
G. Burt, J. Enness, D. Stewart, A. Mad- 
dicks, J. Clements, Miss H. Love, E. Burt, 
L.-Foot. The pieces performed have been 
Paul Pry, the Waterman, Delicate Ground, 
Time Tries All, etc. The theatre has been 
well attended. 

Notrincuam.—The performances of 
Miss Fanny Williams and Mr. George 
Wild at the Theatre Royal have continued 
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to prove attractive, Several daamas, in 
which Mr. Wild formerly established his 
reputation, have been successfully re-pro- 
duced, amongst them are Sixteen String 
Jack and Our Village. 

Eprnpureu. —Miss Julia St. George 
and Miss Emily Saunders have played du- 
ring the week at the Theatre Royal, in the 
Golden Branch ; the former has personated 
Prince Humpy, and the latter Suivante; 
the business has been tolerably good.— 
Mr. Wood announces three performances 
of Italian opera by the Grisi and Mario 
troupe, to commence on the 27th of Sep- 
tember. 


Hu.it.—Mr. Addison has opened the 
theatre with a series of effective dramas, 
produced with tolerable care. Amongst 
his company are several artistes from the 
various metropolitan theatres. —The season 
at the Doncaster theatre will commence 
next week, under the same management, 
Mr, George Vining, Mr. Cathcart, Mr. 
Everett, Huline, Paulo, Miss Fanny Mas- 
kell, Mrs Winstanley, and Miss Leclercq 
are announced to appear. 


LercestTER: — To morrow an English 


opera company will inangurate a series of], 


performances at the Theatre Royal; the 
chief members are Madlle Nau, Messrs. 
Saint Albyn, Whitworth, Sanderson, Bow- 
ler, and Miss Stanley. Meyer Lutz is the 
conductor. George Honey is also to ap- 
pear each evening during the forthcoming 
week, ina variety of popular farces. 

NewcastLE,— Mr, Davies of the Theatre 
Royal has succeeded in engaging Charles 
Mathews and a company for three nights 
in the ensuing week. 

OUR LITTLE CHATTER BOX. 

Tue Brrmincuam Festivat. — The 
treasurer’s accounts having been completed 
the following isa summary of receipts ;— 
Tuesday, 2,4967 9s 10d; Wednesday, 
2,5751 15s 8d; Thursday, 4,231/ 7s ; Fri- 
day, 2,233/ 12s 9d; ball, 273/ 17s; 
schemes, 410/ 8s; subsequent donations, 
4127; total 12,633/ 5s 83d Mr. Costa has 
in the handsomest manner, declined to re- 
ceive remuneration for his oratorio ; and a 
number of private gentlemen warmly ap- 
preciating his services, and ‘his liberality 
contemplate presenting to him some fitting 
acknowledgment. 

With the exception of that of 1846, the 
above shows the largest gross receipt of 
any festival ever held at Birmingham, 








Mr. W. §S. Woopin—~The entertainment at 
Polygraphic Hall has proved eminently successful 
Already has the sccomplished delineator of charace 
we exhibited his Olio of O Jdities for the hundredth 

ime, 

CremornE.—The weather, during the past week 
has been somewhat unpropitious to outdoor amuse- 
ments ; but nevertheless the attractions of the mimic 
siege of Sebastopol have been found sufficient te 
outweigh minor consiieratlons. and the gardens 
have been numerously attended. 


Saville House, Leicester Square. 

On Saturday we were favoured with a private 
view of the Model of the Town and Trench sieve 
works and positions of the allied , armies before 
Sebastopol. It gives the most lucid explanation 
of the operations, and is one of the best models 
ever offered to the notice ofthe public. We hope 
the proprietors will experience the success which 
it merits. 

Surney.—Shakspeare’s Henry IV,, has been 
selected and isto open the dramatic season of 
this theatre, which will commence to morrow week 
and as an additional attraction Mr. V. H. M’Vicker 
a celebrated American comedian, will appear in a 
new drama. 


J. H. Mc Vicker, the Yankee Comedian,—The 
enterprising managers of the Surrey (heatre have 
with their usual spirit seized upon the only novelty 
now in the dramatic market, in the person of the 
above named gentleman ; of his celebrityin his 
own country there can be no doubt, to judge from 
the complimentary allusions to his delineations in 
the New York, Boston, and other papers. Per- 
sonally of course we are entire strangers to the new 
comedian, but we have it on gvod authority from 
the opposite side ot the Atlantic, that there is every 
likelihood of his making the greatest hit that has 
ever been made in his peculiar line of business. 
There is ample room and verge enough for the 
advent of new comic histrionic ability here. The 
uniform consideration and kindness so universally 
extended by our transatlantic brethren to English 
actors, should not be lost sight of, and every exertion 
made on the appearance of an American actor in 
England, not to be outdone by them in generosity 
and courtesy. Then let Mr. Mc Vicker have a 
fair chance for the display of his talents, and ifhe 
possess genuine ability, which we doubt not let him 
have a hearty English welcome. We shall take an 
early opportunity of seeirg him ourselves and re- 
porting thereon. 

Meeting an old schoolfellow on one of Angelina’s 
‘cleaning ” days, and rashly inviting him to take 
your best wine, smoke your best cigars, lame 
your favourite hunter, and make fun of you to 
your wife. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


AMATEUR THEATRICALS. 

Ladies. and Gentlemen desirvus of practice, 
either as an amusement or adopting the Stage 
as a profession, will meet. with every facility 
by applying to Mr. Dryden or Mr. Wharton, at 
the Cabinet Theatre, Liverpoo}-street,. King’s 
Cross, any evening betweeu the hours, of Eight 
and Ten o’Clock, 
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COMPLIMENTARY BENEFIT to’ W. BESTOW Es@.,| 
Editor of the “ Theatrical Journal.” 

The Management having completed their ai- 
rangements with the lessee of the Strand thea- 
tre, have great pleasure in announcing to the 
Amateurs of London, the friends of Mr. Bestow 
and the public in general, that the benefit will 
take place on Tuesday evening, September the 
25th, 1855, at the above theatre, when will be 
represented by the principal amateurs of the 
various Metropolitan theatrical societies, after 
an address written expressly for the occasion. 

Clari, the Maid of Milan, 
Characters by Messrs. Morley, Richards, Judd, 
Stanley, Montague, Charles Vernon, Wallace, 
Fred. Hampton, etc, Mesdames Clara Gros- 
venor, M, Stuart, L. Stuart, Fitzclarence, Bar- 
rett, etc. 

After which Love in Humble Life, 
By Messrs. Richards, C. Vernon, etc. Miss M. 
Stuart 

Fourth Act of Merchant of Venice, 
By Messrs. Cooper, Wallace, Charles Gove, 
Stanley, F. Hampton, and Miss L. Stuart 

To be followed by the laughable farce of 
The Omnibus, 
By Messrs. Bestow, Richards, C. Vernon, Judd 
etc, etc. Mesdames Barrett, Stuart, Lovelace 
To conclude with Sweethearts and Wives 
By Messrs. Morley, J. Turner, ete. Mesdames 
L. Stuart, Fitzelarence, etc. 
Imitations of London actors by Mr. Cooper, be- 
tween the pieces. 

The committee having prevailed on Mr. Bestow 
to appear in cliaracter on this occasion and for 
this night only, respectfully solicit the support 
of the amateurs in general, and hope they will 
use every energy in their power in favour of our 
old veteran, who by just criticism, kind advice, 
and 16 years devotion to theircause has greatly 
accelerated the progress of the young aspirant. 

Tickets to be had of Mr. Bestow, 19, Cum- 
ming-street, Pentonville, Mr. Lacy, Theatrical 
Bookseller Wellington-street, Mr. Judd, Mitre 
Tavern, opposite Islington Church, Mr. May. 
Costumier, Bow-street, Covent Garden, Mr. 
Shayler, 82, St. John St. Road, at the Box 
Office at the Strand theatre and Mr. Charles 
Vernon, 18, Arundel Street, Strand. 

M. Richards, Treasurer, 


Rejoice ye Children of the Thespian Art. 
AMUEL MAY, Theatrical Tailor, 35 Bow 
Street, Covent Garden will be glad to 
treat with Ledies and Gentlemen engaged in 
amateur performances, for the sale or hire of 
stage costume. <A large assortment of every 
necessary for thesame. Wardrobes made to 
order. Persons aboutto follow the profession 
will do well to give Mr. May an order for their 
outfit ; costume, character, elegance, economy 
and punctuality, are studied. Instructions 
and patterns given to Ladies wishing to make 
their own dresses. Mind the address. Samuel 
May, 35, Bow Street, 








R. HOSKINS having returned: from his pro- 

vincial tour, continues to give LESSONS in 

the Art of PUBLIC SPEAKING, and4 also in 

preparing Ladies and Gentlemen of the Dramatic 

Profession. Applications to be made at his resi- 

dence, 24, Myddelton square. References to 
Pupils. Terms moderate. 





VO DRAMATIC CLUBS.—Lecturers Singers, 

&c.— The Newington Hall, Francis Street, 
opposite the Church. Managers, Messrs. Gove 
and Montague. This elegant Theatre is to be let 
for the night, weck, or month, on terms remarkably 
low, which may be known at the Hall every 
evening from 8 till 10 or by letter to Mr. Gove 42,. 
Carnaby Street, Regent Street. The Theatre is 
now fitted with every requisite for Dramatic per- 
formances &c., Casts of “Hamlet” “ Othello” 
“ The Merchant of Venice’? “‘ Macheth’’ ‘The 
Lady of Lyons” “The Rent Day” “The Iron 
Chest ’’ “ The Hunchback ” * Phe Wife” ‘* John 
Bull” “The Moneymoon’” and other pieces 
mav be seen in the Green Room every evening. 
A Dramatic Club is formed—Entrance fee, 2s. 62, 
Subscription I0s. 6d, per quarter, or 1s. weekly. 
Ladies (without payment) are invited to become 
members. Instructions given in Elocution, the 
Use of the Foils and Broad Sword, Cystumier to’ 
the theatre, Mr. Brown. 


MADAME TUSSAUD AND SON’S’ EX. 
HIBITION. NEW ADDITIONS.—The Emperor’ 
and Empress of Austra, Marshal St. Arnaud, 
Lord Ragland, Omar Pasha. the Sultan of 
Turkey, the Emperor of Russia, The Queen of 
Spain, Espartero, the Duke of Victory, The 
Napoleon Golden Chamber completed ; various 
relics added. &c. Open from eleven in the morning 
till ten at night—Madame Tussaud and Son’s Ex- 
Exhibition Bazaar, Baker-street.—Admission, Is. 
Napoleon Rooms, 6d. extra. 








RE-OPENING of the CASINO DE VENISE. 
High Holborn.—The public is respectfully in- 
formed that this establishment, having been 
considerably altered and thoroughly re-decorated, 
under the direction of Mr. F. Bachmeyer (the 
plate glass supplied by Mr. Ponsini), isnow open 
for the season. Mr. W. M. Packer has prepared 
many musical novelties, which will be immediately 
produced. The refreshments provided are of a 
superior quality, being selected with the greatest 
care. Doors open at eight and close at twelve 





o'clock. —Admission, 1s, 
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